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WESTERN ROCK LOBSTER INDUSTRY — CHINA TRADE RESTRICTIONS 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [2.11 pm]: The western rock lobster industry is a highly 
valued part of Western Australia’s economy, generating 3 000 direct and indirect jobs, as well as contributing over 
half a billion dollars of economic activity annually. At the beginning of November, industry intelligence began 
filtering through to my office and the government regarding export issues into China for our local western rock lobster 
industry. Since that time, western rock lobster has been confirmed as one of seven Australian primary products 
that have been impacted by trade restrictions with China. 
On 3 November, I reached out to, and made contact with, the acting Chinese Consul-General in Western Australia, 
Madam Jin Qian, to highlight the importance of our rock lobster industry to Western Australian jobs and our economy, 
and to seek clarification about the trade restrictions. As the Premier has said on numerous occasions, Western Australia’s 
trading relationship with China represents hundreds of thousands of local jobs. It is incumbent upon the federal 
government to do what it can to improve Canberra’s relationship with WA’s largest trading partner to protect our 
state and country’s economy. The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development is also in daily 
contact with the federal Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment to discuss ways to support industry 
and to grow diversified markets. As Minister for Fisheries, I will continue to be in constant communication with 
the Western Rock Lobster Council and key industry participants. My colleague, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, Minister 
for Agriculture and Food, is likewise working closely with other Western Australian industries affected by China 
trade restrictions. 

Over the last two weeks it has become clear that these issues will not be easily resolved. However, the McGowan 
Labor government will continue to put WA first, advocating for Western Australian industry to the commonwealth 
and asking it to act to protect the Western Australian and Australian jobs associated with our largest trading partner. 
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